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mission to be fulfilled, he intended so far to be thoroughly
known and understood, and he wished that all men concerned
should keep their eyes fixed on his guiding hand. I shall ever
value a farewell letter received from him shortly before his
departure; nor is it possible to forget my gratefxil surprise at
his having found time to write to me, when he must doubtless
have been writing to many others, at such a busy season.

Dalhousie sailed from Calcutta on his return to England
in March 1856, amidst the blaze of popularity and thunders
of applause. If- there was disapproval in the Native States, or
among some of the Native aristocracy, it was hardly perceived
at the capital cities and central stations of British India. If
here and there an Anglo-Indian politician intimated doubt
regarding some of the measures of annexation wliich had boon
taken, most men regarded them as imperial deeds of a beneficent
character. The public sympathy was intensified by the know-
ledge that the departing Governor-General was suffering from
an incurable and most painful malady, against which he had
long sustained himself, amidst all his burdensome cares, with
courageous constancy, and would consequently be precluded
from taking any part in valedictory ceremonies. But eulogistic
addresses, of extraordinary variety, poured in from every
influential quarter, and from all sorts of communities. The
title of "Great Proconsul" was set forth in the public press,
and circulated in the mouths of men. With the exception of
the Marquis Wellesley, there never had been a Governor-
General so widely eulogized on his departure; even Wellesley
had perhaps not been greeted with such manifold approbation.
Nor was this a sudden outburst of public feeling; for the
sentiment had been growing and gaining strength during several
years. Dalhousie had fully appreciated the moral effect of
public approval, and had uniformly striven to do well, to make
that well-doing patent to his fellow-men, and to justify his
ways before the world. Partly from natural aptitude, and partly
from his education at Harrow and Oxford, he possessed a mar-
vellous facility for recording in lucid array the facts and argu-
ments relating to his proceedings in large and complex affairs.